[Morphological characteristics and the degree of somatic maturity in children of short stature].
An auxological investigation involved 199 children with short stature ( hypostatura simplex) in preschool and school age. The analysis of the material showed that eight anthropometrical patterns and five somatometric indices, with the evaluation of the level of skeletal maturity, were all lower in children under study in comparison to the mean growth standard for Warsaw children. In all features differences were statistically significant. The biggest differences however, were found in the length of the upper extremities and the trunk. Observed differences increase with age. The authors concluded that the children under study were harmoniously delayed in morphological age which was confirmed by the level of the index of biological maturity based on skeletal age. It was found that the level of biological maturation was delayed but not to such a great extent as in growth pathology.